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Khun Chang Khun Phaen literature: The transformation of Thai literature
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Abstract
The objective of this research article is to study the transformation of literature

into Thai songs that reflect societal perspectives, based on the concept of literary
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transformation by Jakraphan Duangpatra. Data on songs that contain content related to
Khun Chang Khun Phaen literature, published between the years 1940-2021, were
collected. A total of 8 songs were categorized into two groups: old-era Thai songs (1940-
1963) and new-era Thai songs (2016-2021). The former group contains 3 songs that use
characters to evoke emotions through the lyrics, while the latter group contains 5 songs
that use characters in the lyrics to tell stories. The results show that the transformation of
Khun Chang Khun Phaen literature into Thai songs in the present day has brought about a
new and different presentation style, particularly in the important aspect of presenting
contemporary Thai songs, where the emotions of the main characters, such as Wanthong,
Khun Chang, and Khun Phaen, are emphasized, which were not presented in the original
literature. In particular, new-era Thai songs provide an opportunity for Wanthong to express
herself through the lyrics. These groups of songs reflect the increasing expression and
freedom of people's thoughts in the present day, thus allowing for a broader range of
perspectives and emotions to be portrayed through the characters.

Keywords: Khun Chang, Khun Phaen, literature, Thai songs, literary transformation
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